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erless
tor leaves
t of damage

:,:' rr-:'tver had an amaz'
ca'rle \t'hen he was

irom his 1120,000
::r'ing a terrifYing in'
;l a Devon farm.
r-,,;i',ln Air Ambulance

-:: after farm manager
il',richings was thrown
ie -'&b of the machine at
,-:- Ferrers, near Brix-

s -iiel'ed bruising and
s--,:t as he was hurled
':- ',:e rvindow of the
. I{e instinctively
c :: the tractor's hand
E :s :e lvas thrown clear,
i= -';re throttie jammed
i=ai-\- r'ehicle sPed awaY
i: ati:r. leaving a !,150,000

: :anage behind.
: l,lr Hutchings was

:- :-=ar. the fuli-throttle
:
eereci up and down high
:
-.::t through the waIlof
- -: -l

::a:ri its uIaY over a

s' aEe feeder.

":-,-= 
-l . ; ie ofmachinery,

:: *:: '*il 0n tOP Of a flat-

-'..:' :'.ith its sPinning
i :--:: -n the air.
r=:' S.tcharo Haddock

--:Strli deflnitelY had a

.il:.;-.' eSCaPe. He is badlY
e,i :-:ld concussed, but he
::-, -iich1- lad."

H.:-. :d cck exPlained that
i::,:utgs had been re-

r-i :, :he farmYard to
:: tn,:,iher load of fer-
: o'r:i. the heavY block
-;. 'i'elght came off the
i,: :-s tractor.
= :,'=t*ht iammed under
:. : . .', reels. Pitching the

The latest national tourism

awards brought a Precious haul

for the South West, as

Martin Freeman rePorts

"This underPins our Posi'
' tion as the best hohdaY resort
in EngJ.ano." said Nfatt Walt
direct6r. "It is quite an accol-

ade for us. It's a treble for us
after winning rn Cornn'ail and
the South \\'est arvards."'

Gwel an \Ior - Cornish for
"view of the sea" - has de-

veioped over 'Lhe Years. sincq
ooenine rn 2005 after an initial
15 million investment. The
resort's attracti.ons inciude a

nine-ho1e golf course, sP&,

heated indoor swimming Pool,
tennis court, fitness suite, and
fishing'lake, climbing li'alLs

and a soft-Plai- ceulre The:':
aI'e i'l:-== :'e:l-:::l' i:- '-'

::-:=;:'s = F=a:''':- F-ra' 'O+

iieved to be the oniY wildlife
centre of its kind in EuroPe'
'Investment continues with

one-bedlodges around the fish-
.ing lake. "We are diPPing oi:r
toJ into ttre couPles market,"
said Mr WaY. "That helPs make
us a comPletelY Year-round
resort."

\\hile the Cornish land-
scape "shaPed b1- the lveather"
n ai a kel- attt'action, tourism
businesses needed to be abie to
offer Pientl- lor rrhen that
t'eather \ras noi at its besi'

- : - i-_ - - - - - ----:.-.-'_-: : -''__'
tr: - - . ..--" -- 7,':S -UCk)-

l- --'.. ..: --- ::S\-COPI-'
-= l.- =::-=a:':i. and that it
:- -s>:fl :ade as it crashed
-'-::,- :hod

-:== ;nliilances were sent
-: i :'-: 1lirt aftef 1pm On

-:.-, .j',,tlg ri-ith a fire crern'.

, ' =:br.i-:.ance 
rvas also

*:'-i hr.t it \-l-as nOtU!TL
i :.i

tourism section.
Bronze awards were won bY

the Cary Arms & SPa, TorquaY,
in the boutique guest accom-

modation category; Screech

Owl and Wildlife Park, St
Columb in Cornwall in the
small visitor attraction sec-

tion; and Polmanter Touring

Park, near St lves, in the hol-
iday park and village section'

In- Somerset, Sa1ad DaYs

Beach Hut, Dunster Beach'
won a bronze in the dog

friendly categorY
AIl went ttirough to the Vis-

itEneland competition as win-
ners-in the South West Tour-
ism Excelience Awards.

Robin Barker, of Services for
Tourism, which organlsed the
regional au-a:'is, -'-?': -':'
l-::-l: i : - s=. > - ::l:-l-"' ::'-:r Lne
.- ^-.._- -i-- -- -_,:,,-.1iS.-.:,_iSSai
f ------ rr::-:---L'.'- -
nationa]level'

"These awards mean so

much to those taking Part and
it's wonderful to share in their
celebrations at the national
event. It's also great to see the
continued success of the South
West and the region 'heact;'ng

the quaiitl- charts' once

again," he said'"ffris is a second toP-Prize
success for Landal Grrel an
[ts1, llrhich \\:on a go]d in the
same competition in 20i2'

SouthWestwins big
attourism awards

The South West was the biggest
winner for the sixth Year run-
ning in the VisitEngiand tour-
ism awards.

Businesses Picked uP 16

alvards, confirming the Penin-
sula as ihe countrY's toP region
for quality.

gaif of those Prizes went to
concerns in Devon and Corn-
wall.

Landal Gwel an Mor, a five-
star resort at Portreath on the
North Cornish coast, took gold

in the holidaY Park/vi}lage cat-

egory"Inbevon. silvers vrent to The
25 Boutique B&B, TorquaY,.-in
the B&B section; The Milk-
ihed. near Honiton in the self
catering cate3ol'i-: a:lC tsit''
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Luxury tops the bill at The
Milkshed, a single holiday cot-
tage sleeping four, that bagged
a silver in the self-catering cat-
egory. against competition
from much larger operations.

Converted from a barn four
years go, there is under-floor
heating and a hot tub. Heating.
and hot water come from an
eco-friendly biomass boiler.

"We converted this
ourselves and quite a lot of
blood, sweat and tears went
into it," said Katie Hollyer who
runs the business with her
husband, Mark. "It is amazing
to win a silver, and lovely to be
reprdsenting Devon."

They also run a catering
business and Mark's skills as a
chef - he has worked in Mich-
elin-starred restaurants in
France and the UK, including
Gordon Ramsay at Claridge's
in London - are in demand.
"Parents like that we can offer
catering so they can have a real
Iuxury meal without havingto
go out," said Mrs Hollyer.

The 25 Boutique, owned by
Andy and Julian Banner-
Price, was listed among the top
ten B and Bs in the world by
Trip Advisor earlier this year.
"We're reaily pleased to have
this latest recognition for our
hard work," said Andy
Banner-Price.

"I don't think theie is a
secret to success. We care
about what we do and making
sure every single guest has a

fantastic time. '{ou have to
make sure all the basic are
right, like comfortable beds
and fantastic breakfasts, then
it's the details like homemade
chocolate brownies, the daily
treats, the little extras."

Sally Balcombe, the chief ex-
ecutive of VisitEngland, said
the national prizes were a "cel-
ebration of our thriving tour-
ism industry".

"They highlight the people
and the organisations that de-
liver amazing experiences for
visitors, raising the profile of
England as a world-class des-
tination.

"The finalists have shown
themselves to be of the highest
calibre, using their talent and
innovation to deliver excel-
Ience.

"The hundreds of applica-
tions this year reflect the qual-
ity products across our tour-
ism landscape and I warmly
congratulate all the finalists."

The awards were given out
at a ceremony in the Assembly
Rooms, Bath, by Kirstie AII-
sopp, the co-presenter of Chan-
nel 4's property programme
Location, Location, Location
who has a home in Devon.

There was a bonus for the
region as Richard Mellor of
The Guardian took a special
award for travel article of the
year for his coverage of the
Isles of Scilly Low Tide event.

Gwel an Mor (main picture) and, top, from left: The Milkshed, The 25
Boutique B&B, the Cary Arms and Spa, and Tom and Carolyn Screech with
Charlie the European owl at Screech Owl Sanctuary

Studio School
to close after
Ofsted censure
The troubled 94.2million PIy-
mouth Studio School is to close
following criticism from the
watchdog Ofsted - just three
years after opening.

School leaders said that fol-
lowing discussions with the
Re gional Schools Commission-
er's office and the Department
for Education, a "decision in
principle" has been made to
shut the school.

It was set up on land neigh-
bouring Plymouth Marjon
University with one aim being
to train the sports stars of to-
morrow. It is anticip?ted the
school will close in Septem-
ber.

The Regional Schools Com-
missioner's team will hold a
"Iistening period" for parents
of students.Parents attended a
meeting at the school yester-.
day for a briefing from the
headteacheL and to hear more
from the local authority about
the next steps in the process.

A second meeting wilI take
place today for parents unable
to attend the first meeting.
Staff were also notified of the
decision and a special as-
sembly for pupils held.

Headteacher Mark Cahiil
said: "We are extremely sorry
to be announcing this news,
which we recognise will come
as a disappointment to parents
and pupils. Our primary con-
cern now is the future well-
being and best outcomes for
our pupils.

"We are assured by the local
authority that there are suf-
ficient places in the city's sec-
ondary schools to accommod-
ate aII Studio School pupils,
and my staff will be working
closely with the local author-
ity the Regional Schools Com-
missioner and others to ensure
a smooth transition for all of
our pupils to their new
schools. Our focus for the rest
of the year will continue to be
on providing the very best
teaching, learning and assess-
ment we can for our pupils." '

Studio schools across the
country have faced significant
challenges. Plymouth will be
19th studio school to close
since the model's inception.
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